Surah-3

48

SURAH-3

AL-E-IMRAN
The title of this Surah is derived from verse 33 wherein the words “Al-e-Imran”,
the Family of Imran occur. It is a Madni Surah and most of it was revealed to Prophet
Muhammad in the years 3 A.H. and 4 A.H. However, its verses 33 to 63, according to
a tradition, were revealed in the year 9 A.H. on the occasion of the deputation of the
Christians from Najran. It is one of the longest Surahs of the Quran and comprises
200 verses.
We have seen that several verses of the Surah Al-Baqarah addressed the Jews,
analysed their history, pointed out their errors, and invited them to accept Islam and
follow Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Similarly a substantial part of this Surah
addresses the Christians and tells about the birth and family background of Jesus
Christ in whose name the religion of Christianity has been instituted and around
whom the Christian beliefs revolve. The Chapter opens with the declaration of
Oneness of God and Divine origin of the Quran and of the Scriptures preceding it like
the Torah and the Gospel. The Qur’an has been called Al-Furqan which means the
Criterion to judge right and wrong. The nature of the verses of the Qur’an-and for
that purpose of any revealed book-has been pointed out by stating that some verses
are clear and decisive while other are allegorical. The former are the foundation of
the Book while the latter are open to interpretation, and the people having perverted
minds make their own interpretations in order to mislead others from right path. So
the most appropriate course of action is that allegorical verses should not be
interpreted on the basis of one’s conjectures and biases and prejudices. Rather the
same should be interpreted in such a manner that they should not contradict any of
the clear and categorical verses of the Book. Since the Christian religion is based on
the erroneous interpretation of certain allegorical statements, the rule of correct
interpretation of such statements has been properly laid down as a preliminary to a
discussion of the Christian faith.
Verses 33 to 63 relate the story of Mary and Jesus as well as of Zachariah, the
father of John the Baptist, all of whom belonged to the family of Imran who was
father of Prophet Moses. These family connections have been cited and human birth
of Jesus as well as that of his mother Mary and of John the Baptist has been
described to reject Christian doctrine of divinity of Jesus. Jesus himself has been
quoted as calling upon his followers: “Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him.
That is the right path”. The miracles of Jesus have been described with a view to
show that Jesus did not perform these miracles on his own. Rather God had given
him these miracles and he performed them by Allah’s leave to convince the Children
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of Israel to whom he was sent as messenger. Perhaps the miraculous birth of Jesus
without intervention of a biological father, is one of the factors to prompt his followers
to attribute divinity to Jesus. So the correct position of his birth has been described
and he has also been likened to Adam who was born without a father and a mother.
Thus if the miraculous birth was to form the basis of divinity, then Adam had a more
right to this than Jesus had. In verse 61, the famous verse of “Mubahallah” (i.e.
deciding a dispute by invoking curse of Allah on the liar), the Christians of the
Deputation from Najran were challenged by Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to
“Mubahallah” which they declined.
Verses 121 to 175 make a critical review of the Battle of Uhud fought between
700 strong Muslim army led by the Prophet (PBUH) and 3000 strong Quraish army led
by Abu Sufyan in 3 A.H. The causes and consequences of the setback of the Muslim
army have been discussed. The moral weaknesses of the Muslims, the material greed
of some of them, and the disobedience of the persons to abide by the orders of the
Prophet regarding the protection of the pass were the main reasons for the setback.
The Muslims have been admonished to overcome their weaknesses, practice restraint,
be patient, fear Allah, and trust in Him in order to get victory.
The overall theme of the Surah is to point out the errors in the faith and beliefs of
the People of Scripture (the Jews and the Christians) and to invite them to believe in
Islam and follow Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). It has been declared (in verse 110)
that the followers of Islam now form the best community which has been raised for
the guidance of mankind. This clearly means that the earlier communities have been
deposed and the religious leadership of mankind has been vested in the Muslims.
Basic principle of Islamic system of government has also been laid down in verse 159
wherein Allah advises Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to consult his followers, the
Muslims, in all matters pertaining to conduct of public affairs. This principle forms the
basis of Islamic democracy.
Before concluding, let us describe in brief the events of the Battle of Uhud and
the visit of the deputation of the Chritians of Najran.
Battle of Uhud
In the third year of the Hijrah, an army of 3000 fully equipped Makkans under
Abu Sufyan came against the Muslims to avenge their previous year’s defeat at Badr
and wipe out the Muslims for good. The Prophet’s first idea was to defend Madinah
while remaining in the city, but later on he changed his idea at the instance of some
of the zealous Muslims who thought it a shame to stay behind the walls instead of
boldly confronting the enemy in the open. The Prophet thus set out with an army of
1000 men towards mount Uhud where the invading army of the Quraish was
encamped. However, out of Prophet’s army, 300 men deserted under Abdullah bin
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Ubayy, the leader of the lukewarm Muslims or hypocrites, who said afterwards that
they did not think that there would be any fighting that day.
The Prophet himself posted his men at proper places in the battlefield. A band of
fifty archers was appointed to look after a pass in the Mountain Uhud to defend the
Muslims from any possible attack by the enemy from behind. They were given the
instructions not to leave their position under any circumstances, victory or defeat.
Despite the heavy odds, the battle began well for the Muslims. But seeing the
enemy retreating and their comrades victorious, the archers left their post fearing to
lose their share of the spoils. The cavalry of Quraish under Khalid bin Walid took
advantage of the situation and riding through the pass attacked the exultant Muslims
from behind. Thus the victory was turned into something near defeat due to
disobedience of some greedy Muslims. The Prophet himself was seriously wounded
and lost four of his teeth. A cry among the Muslim army arose that Prophet was slain,
till someone recognized him and shouted that he was alive. So the Muslims
immediately rallied round him and then retired in some sort of order. The enemy also
retired (after the battle) from the battlefield.
In this battle the losses of the Muslims were heavy. Some seventy of them got
martyred while forty were injured. But the enemy lost only thirty men. The wives of
the leaders of the Quraish, who had been brought with the army to give courage by
their presence, mutilated the Muslims slain, making necklaces and bracelets of ears
and noses. Hind, the wife of Abu Sufyan, plucked out the liver of the Prophet’s uncle,
Hamzah, and tried to eat it. The Prophet, seeing the condition of the Muslim slain,
was moved to vow reprisals, but was restrained by a revelation which forbade
mutilation to the Muslims.
Deputation of the Christians of Najran
In the days of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), Najran, a vast region near
Yemen, was inhabited by the Christian Arabs. They had built a grand cathedral there
which they called the Kaabah and held it as replacement of the one at Makkah. They
called their religious leaders Sayyid and Aaqib. The Prophet sent Mughirah-bin-Shiba
who had become a Muslim to Najran to preach Islam, but he could not give
satisfactory answers to the objections of the Christians who lived there. So the
Prophet wrote to them inviting them to Islam. They sent a strong deputation of sixty
persons comprising great religious scholars, monks and priests to Madinah in the year
9 A.H. to make enquiries.
The Prophet lodged the members of the deputation in the mosque (the
famous Mosque of the Prophet) and when the time of their worship came, they
expressed their desire to offer their prayers. The companions of the Prophet forbade
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them, but the Prophet gave them permission to offer their prayers. They offered their
prayer facing the east under leadership of Abu Harithah who was the Lord Bishop.
The members of the deputation put many questions to the Prophet (PBUH)
who gave them answers which he received through the revelation. The main topic of
debate was of course the Christian doctrines of sonship of Jesus and divinity of Jesus.
So the Verses (33 to 80) revealed on the occasion rejected these doctrines of the
Christians and exhibited the real position of Jesus that he was miraculously born like
Adam and that he was a messenger of God and a servant of God and a human being.
The Prophet was also directed to address them thus: “O People of the Scripture:
come to a point which is common between us and you, that we worship none but
Allah, and that we associate no partner with Him……” (Al-Quran 3:64). And when the
Prophet invited them to Islam, they said: We already are Muslims. He said: As long as
you worship the cross and refer to Isa (Jesus) as God’s son, how can you be Muslims?
When they did not agree, the Prophet proposed to them, as directed by revelation
(3:61) to resort to Mubahilah i.e. that both of us should bring our families and pray to
God that His curse may fall on the liar. However, when the Prophet brought his
daughter Fatimah and grandsons Hassan and Hussain, they declined to resort to
Mubahilah as one of them advised the others saying: If Muhammad (PBUH) was really
a Prophet, then they would perish forever. So they agreed to a peace treaty against
payment of Jizyah (an annual tribute) to the Islamic state and secured religious
freedom.
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Lesson-32: No God save Allah
In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the
Most Merciful.
1. Alif – Lam – Mim.
2. Allah! There is no God but He, the Alive, the
Eternal.
3. He has revealed unto you (Muhammad) the
Book with truth which confirms what was
revealed before it, and He revealed the Torah (to
Moses) and the Gospel (to Jesus).
4. Aforetime for guidance of mankind; and He
has (now) revealed the Criterion (of right and
wrong i.e. the Quran). Surely for those who
disbelieve the revelations of Allah, there would be
a severe torment. And Allah is Mighty (and) the
Lord of Retribution.
5. Verily, nothing in the earth or in the heavens is
hidden from Allah.
6. He it is Who shapes you in the wombs as He
pleases. There is no God but He, the All-Mighty,
the Wise.
7. He it is Who has revealed unto you
(Muhammad) the Book wherein are clear verses
which are the foundation of the Book, and verses
of other type which are allegorical. So those in
whose hearts there is doubt they follow that which
is allegorical seeking to cause dissension, and also
seeking to find out its meaning. But no one knows
its true meanings except Allah. And those who are
firmly rooted in knowledge say: “We believe
therein; the whole of it is from our Lord”. And
(the fact is that) none will take admonition except
the men of understanding.
8. (They pray): Our Lord! Let not our hearts go
astray after You have guided us, and grant us
mercy from You. Certainly You are the Grantor of
Bounties.
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9. Our Lord! It is You Who will gather mankind
together on a Day of which there is no doubt.
Surely, Allah fails not to keep the promise.
10. (On that Day) Those who disbelieve, neither
their wealth nor their children will avail them
aught against Allah; and they are such who will be
fuel for the Fire (of Hell).

11. Like the people of Pharaoh and those who
were before them: They disbelieved Our
revelations and so Allah seized them for their sins.
For Allah is Strict in punishment.

12. Say (O Muhammad) to those who disbelieve:
You will be soon overcome and gathered to Hell,
an evil resting-place.
13. There was token for you in two armies that
confronted (each other): One was fighting in the
way of Allah, the other disbelieving Allah, whom
they saw as twice their number with their own
eyes. And Allah supports with His aid whom He
pleases. Surely, herein is a lesson for those who
have eyes.
14. Beautified for mankind is the love of things
they desire (such as); women, and sons, and
stored-up heaps of gold and silver, and horses
branded, and cattle and farms. This is the comfort
of the life of the world. But with Allah is a more
excellent abode.

15. Say: Should I inform you of something better
than that? For those who are pious, are Gardens
(of Paradise) with their Lord, underneath which
rivers flow, they will abide therein, and pure
spouses and (in addition to these) pleasure of
Allah. And Allah is Seer of His servants.

16. Those who say: Our Lord! We have indeed
believed. So forgive us our sins and guard us from
the punishment of Fire.
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17. (Such are) the steadfast, and the truthful, and
the obedient, and those who spend (in the way of
Allah), and those who pray for pardon in the early
hours of the morning.

Lesson-33 : Islam, the only religion with Allah
18. Allah (Himself) bears witness that there is no
God but He, and (so do) the angels and the men of
knowledge, standing firm on justice. There is no
God save Him, the Almighty, the Wise.
19. Verily the religion with Allah is Islam
(submission to His will). Those who received the
Scripture differed only after knowledge had come
to them because of envy of each other. And whoso
disbelieves the revelations of Allah, (he must
know) Allah is swift in calling to account.
20. So if they dispute with you (O Muhammad),
say: I have submitted myself to Allah and so have
those who follow me. And say unto those who
have received the Scripture and unto those who
are unlearned: Have you also submitted
yourselves? If they submit, then truly they are
rightly guided, but if they turn away, then your
duty is only to convey the message (to them). And
Allah is Seer of His slaves.
21. Those who disbelieve the revelations of Allah,
and slay the prophets unjustly and slay those of
the people who enjoin equity, announce to them a
painful doom.
22. They are the ones whose deeds have failed in
this world and in the Hereafter, and they have no
helpers.
23. Have you not seen those who have been given
a portion of the Scripture? They are invited to the
Book of Allah that it may decide between them
but a party of them turn away and decline (to
accept its judgment).
24. That is because they say: The Fire will not
touch us but for a certain number of days. (In fact)
what they used to invent has deceived them as to
their religion.
25. How (will it be for them) when We gather
them together to a Day of which there is no doubt,
and each soul will be paid in full what it has
earned, and they will not be wronged.
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26. Say: O Allah! Owner of Sovereignty! You
give kingdom unto whom You please, and You
withdraw kingdom from whom You please. You
bestow honour on whom You please, and You
bring low whom You please. In Your hand is all
good. Verily, You have power over all things.
27. You cause the night to pass into the day, and
You cause the day to pass into the night. And You
bring the living out of the dead, and You bring the
dead out of the living. And You give sustenance to
whom You please without measure.
28. Let not the believers take disbelievers for their
friends instead of believers. And whoso does that
has no connection with Allah unless (it be) by way
of precaution, that you may guard yourselves from
them, and Allah cautions you to fear Himself only;
and to Allah is the return.
29. Say (O Muhammad): Whether you hide that
which is in your breasts or disclose it, Allah
knows it. And He knows what is in the heavens
and what is in the earth. And Allah has power over
all things.
30. On the Day when every soul will be
confronted with all the good it has done, and all
the evil it has done, it will wish that there might be
a great distance between it and that (evil). Allah
cautions you to fear Him only, and Allah is Full of
Kindness for (His) slaves.

Lesson-34 : Zachariah
31. Say (O Muhammad, to mankind): If you love
Allah, follow me: Allah will love you and forgive
you your sins. Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.
32. Say: Obey Allah and the Messenger. But if
they turn away, Allah loves not the disbelievers.

33. Truly, Allah chose Adam and Noah and the
Family of Abraham and the Family of Imran
above all the people.
34. Offspring, one of the other, Allah is Hearer,
Knower.
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35. (Remember) when the wife of Imran said: O
my Lord! I dedicate unto You what is in my
womb for Your service. Accept it from me.
Undoubtedly You are the Hearer, the Knower.
36. And when she delivered, she said: O my Lord!
I have brought forth a female child – Allah knew
best of what she was delivered – the male is not as
the female. I have named her Mary, and I seek
Your protection for her and for her offspring from
Satan the outcast.
37. And her Lord accepted her with full
acceptance, and He vouchsafed to her a goodly
growth, and made Zachariah her guardian.
Whenever Zachariah entered the chamber to see
her, he found food with her. He said: O Mary!
From where this comes to you? She said: It is
from Allah. Verily, Allah provides sustenance
without measure to whom He pleases.

38. There and then did Zachariah pray to his Lord,
saying: O my Lord! Bestow upon me of Your
bounty goodly offspring. Verily, You are the
Hearer of Prayer.
39. While he stood praying in the chamber, the
angels called to him: Allah gives you glad tidings
of (a son with the name) John who would confirm
a word (Jesus) from Allah and would be noble,
and chaste and a Prophet of the righteous.
40. He said: My Lord! How can I have a son when
old age has already overtaken me and my wife is
barren? He answered: So (it will be). Allah does
what He wants.
41. He said: My Lord! Appoint a token for me.
The answer was: Your token is that you will not
be able to speak to the people for three days
except through gestures. Remember your Lord
much and glorify Him in the evening and in the
morning.

Lesson-35 : Birth of Jesus
42. And (remember) when the angels said: O
Mary! Verily, Allah has chosen you and purified
you, and has preferred you above all the women of
the world.
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43. O Mary! Be obedient to your Lord, prostrate
and bow down in worship with those who bow.
44. (O Muhammad). This is the news of things
unseen which We are revealing to you. You were
not present with them when they (the priests) were
throwing their pens to decide which of them
should be the guardian of Mary, nor were you
present with them when they disputed.
45. When the angels said: O Mary! Allah gives
you glad tidings of a word from Him, whose name
will be Christ (Messiah) Jesus (Isa) the son of
Mary. He will be illustrious in the world and the
Hereafter and will be among those who are nearest
to Allah.
46. He will speak to the people in his cradle and in
his old age and he will be among the righteous.
47. She said: O My Lord! How shall I have son
when no man has ever touched me? He said: So it
will be. Allah creates what He wants. When He
decides to do a thing, He says unto it only: Be, and
it is.
48. And He will teach him the Scripture and
wisdom and the Torah and the Gospel.

49. And will make him a messenger unto the
Children of Israel and he will say to them: Verily,
I have come to you with a sign from your Lord. I
make for you out of clay the likeness of a bird,
and I breath into it and it is a bird, by Allah’s
leave. And I heal him who was born blind, and the
leper, and I bring the dead into life, by Allah’s
leave. And I tell you what you eat and what you
store in your houses. Surely, herein is a sign for
you if you are indeed believers.
50. And (I have come to you) to attest that which
was before me of the Torah, and to make lawful
some of that which was forbidden unto you. I have
come unto you with a sign from your Lord, so fear
Allah and obey me.
51. Surely, Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so
worship Him. That is the straight path.
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52. When Jesus perceived their disbelief, he asked:
Who will be my helpers in the cause of Allah?
The disciples replied: We are Allah’s helpers. We
believe in Allah and you bear witness that we are
Muslims.
53. Our Lord! We believe in that which You
revealed and we follow him whom You have sent.
Count us with those who bear witness.
54. And they (the Jews) planned a plot, and Allah
also made a plan; Allah is the best of planners.

Lesson-36 : Jesus is like Adam
55. And (remember) when Allah said: O Jesus! I
will take you and raise you unto Myself, and clean
you of those who disbelieve and make those who
follow you superior to those who disbelieve until
the Day of Resurrection. Then unto Me you will
all return, and I shall decide the matters between
you wherein you used to differ.
56. And as for those who disbelieve, I shall punish
them with severe torment in the world and in the
Hereafter, and they will have no helpers.
57. And as for those who believe and do good
deeds, He will pay them their rewards in full. And
Allah loves not the wrong-doers.
58. This is from a revelation and wise reminder
which We recite unto you.
59. The example of Jesus before Allah is as the
example of Adam. He created him from dust, then
He said unto him: Be, and he is.
60. (This is) the truth from your Lord (O
Muhammad), so be not of those who doubt.
61. And whoso disputes with you concerning him,
after the knowledge which has come unto you,
say: Come! Let us call our sons and your sons, and
our women and your women, and ourselves and
yourselves, and then let us humbly pray and
invoke the curse of Allah upon those who lie.
62. Verily this is the true fact: There is no god
except Allah, and surely Allah is the Mighty, the
Wise.

www.shaufi.com

