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SURAH-29

AL-ANKBUT
This Surah takes its name from its verse 41 where the polytheistic beliefs are
likened to the spider’s house for frailty. There is a difference of opinion about the
period of its revelation. Some authorities hold that it was revealed in the last period of
Prophet’s stay at Makkah, while others hold that it was revealed at Madinah.
However, the view of the most of the commentators is that this Surah belongs to the
middle or last Makkan period of the Prophet while a few verses may have been
revealed at Al-Madinah.
The Surah opens with the assertion that the believers would be tested by Allah
with hardships in order to distinguish the true believers from the fake ones. Then it
says that Allah will remit the evil deeds of the believers and give them best reward for
their good deeds.
The Surah was revealed in an atmosphere highly charged with persecution and
oppression of believers by the chiefs of the pagans. Even the young converts to Islam
were being oppressed and pressurized by their parents to revert to polytheism and
the question was what they should do as Islam enjoins obedience to parents. The
answer to this question is provided in verse 8 that they should do good to their
parents but if parents force them to ascribe partners to Allah, then they need not
obey them. Believers have been warned against those pagans who persuade them to
revert to paganism on the condition that they would bear the load of their sins.
The Surah briefly discusses the histories of Prophet Noah, Abraham and Lot and
Shuaib and their preachings to their peoples who rejected them and incurred evil
consequences. The purpose of this discussion is to warn the disbelievers of Makkah
that if they failed to believe in Muhammad (PBUH), they would also face the same evil
consequences of rejection. The Surah also contains discussion of Tauhid, polytheism
and the reward and punishment in the Hereafter. In response to demand of the
disbelievers regarding miracles from the Holy Prophet, it has been categorically stated
that Qur’an given to the Prophet is a sufficient miracle. In the last verse of the Surah,
Allah says that he would show His way to those who exert for Him. This verse is
stated to provide sanction behind Ijtehad which is a great principle of Islamic
Jurisprudence.
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Lesson-236 : Trial
In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the
Most Merciful.
1. Alif. Lam. Mim.
2. Do the people think that they would be left at
ease if they say: “we believe”, and they will not be
tested?
3. And We indeed tested those who were before
them. Thus Allah will certainly know those who
are truthful and also those who are liars.
4. Or do those who do evil deeds think that they
can outstrip (and escape from) Us? Evil is that
which they judge.
5. He who looks forward to the meeting with
Allah, (he must know that) the time appointed by
Allah is sure to come, and He is the Hearer, the
Knower.
6. And he who strives, strives only for (benefit
of) his own-self. Verily, Allah is Independent of
all His creatures.
7. And as for those who believe and do good
deeds, We will certainly remit from them their
sins and We will surely reward them according to
the best of what they did.

8. And We have enjoined on man to accord good
treatment to his parents. But if they force you to
join partners with Me of which you have no
knowledge, then obey them not. Unto Me is your
return, and I will inform you of what you used to
do.
9. And those who believe and do good deeds, We
will surely make them enter among the righteous.

10. And among the mankind there are some who
say: “We believe in Allah”. But if they are
persecuted for the sake of Allah, they consider the
persecution of mankind as punishment of Allah.
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And if victory comes from your Lord, they will
say: verily, we have been always with you. Is not
Allah fully aware of what is in the hearts of the
people of the world?
11. Verily, Allah knows those who (sincerely)
believe, and verily He knows the hypocrites.
12. And those who disbelieve say to those who
believe: Follow our way and we shall surely bear
your sins. But they will never bear anything of
their sins. Verily, they are liars indeed.

13. However, they will certainly bear their own
burdens (of sins) and other burdens along with
their own. And they will be surely questioned on
the Day of Resurrection about what they used to
fabricate.

Lesson-237 : Noah and Abraham
14. And verily We sent Noah (as our messenger)
to his nation and he lived among them for a
thousand years less fifty. Then the flood overtook
them, for they were wrongdoers.

15. And We rescued him and those who were with
him in the ship, and We made it (the ship) a sign
for the people of the worlds.
16. And (We also sent) Abraham when he said to
his nation: Worship Allah and fear Him; that is
better for you if you know.
17. Instead of Allah you worship only the idols
and you only invent falsehood. Verily, those
whom you worship instead of Allah have no
power to provide you sustenance. So seek
sustenance from Allah and worship Him and give
thanks to Him. Unto Him you will be brought
back.
18. But if you deny, then nations before you have
also denied. And the duty of the messenger is
none else but to convey the message clearly.
19. Do they not see how Allah originates creation,
then repeats it? Verily, this is very easy for Allah.
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20. Say (O Muhammad to them): Travel in the
earth and see how He originated creation, and then
Allah creates the second creation. Verily, Allah
has power over every thing.

21. He punishes whom He wills and shows mercy
to whom He wills, and unto Him you shall be
returned.
22. And you cannot escape (from Him) in the
earth or in the heaven and beside Allah there is no
protector nor helper for you.
23. Those who disbelieve in the verses of Allah
and in the meeting with Him, they are the ones
who have no hope of My mercy and they are the
ones for whom there is painful doom.
24. But the answer of his people was nothing
except that they said: Kill him or burn him. Then
Allah saved him from the fire. In this there are
indeed signs for the people who believe.

25. He said: You have chosen idols (for worship)
instead of Allah, and the love between you is only
in the life of this world. Then on the Day of
Resurrection you will disown each other and curse
each other; and your abode will be the Fire, and
you will have no helpers.

26. So Lot believed in him, and he (Abraham)
said: I will verily migrate toward (the way of ) My
Lord. Verily, He, only He, is the Mighty, the
Wise.
27. And We gave him Isaac (as son) and Jacob (as
grandson) and ordained among his offspring the
Prophethood and the Book, and We granted him
his reward in the world, and in the Hereafter he
will be certainly among the righteous.

Lesson-238 : Lot and other Prophets
28. And (remember) Lot when he said to his
people: Verily! You commit abomination
(sodomy) such as no one in the world has ever
committed before you.
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29. Do you come to the males for sex and cut the
way (of the travellers to rob them) and do evil
deeds in your assemblies? But his people had no
answer except that they said: Bring the doom of
Allah upon us if you are of the truthful.

30. He said: My Lord! Give me help against
nation of mischief makers.
31. And when Our envoys (angels) came
Abraham with good news, they said: Verily,
are going to destroy the people of this town
Lot), for its people are wrong doers.
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32. (Abraham) said: Surely, there is Lot in it! They
said: We best know who is there. We will save
him and his family except his wife, for she will be
of those who stay behind.

33. And when Our envoys came to Lot, he was
troubled on account of them and felt strain in his
heart about them, but they said: Do not fear nor
feel aggrieved. Surely, we will save you and your
family except your wife who is of those who stay
behind.
34. We are going to bring down upon the people
of this town a torment from the sky because they
are evil doers.
35. And verily We have left thereof a clear sign
for people who have sense.
36. And unto Madyan We sent Shuaib, their
brother. He said: O my people! Worship Allah and
look forward to the Last Day and do not make
mischief in the land.

37. But they denied him, so a dreadful earthquake
seized them, and they lay dead by the morning,
prostrate in their homes.
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38. And’ Aad and Thamud! Their destruction is
indeed manifest to you from their (ruined)
dwellings. And Satan made their deeds seem fair
to them, and so prevented them from the right
way, though they were keen observers (or
intelligent people).
39. And (We destroyed) Korah and Pharaoh and
Haman too! Moses indeed came to them with
clear proofs, but they were boastful in the land.
Yet they were not able to outstrip Us.
40. So We seized each one on account of his sin;
of them was he on whom We sent a violent wind
with shower of stones, and of them was he who
was seized with a mighty blast, and of them was
he who was swallowed by earth, and of them was
he whom We drowned. And it was not for Allah to
wrong them, but they wronged themselves.
41. The similitude of those who choose patrons
other than Allah is as the similitude of the spider
who builds a house, but certainly the frailest of all
houses is the house of spider, if they but know.

42. Verily! Allah knows what things they invoke
beside Him. And He is the Mighty, the Wise.

43. And these are the similitude that We cite for
mankind but none will understand them except the
learned.
44. Allah created the heavens and the earth with
truth. Verily, therein is indeed a sign for the
believers.

Lesson-239 : Muhammad and the people of the Book
45. Recite that (O Muhammad) which has been
revealed to you of the Book and establish prayer
(Salat). Surely, prayer prevents (or keeps one
away) from lewdness and evil, and verily
remembrance of Allah is more important. And
Allah knows what you do.
46. And do not argue (or contend) with the people
of the Scripture unless it be in a manner that is
better (than theirs), except with such of them as do
wrong, and say (to them): We believe in that
which has been revealed to us and which has been
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revealed to you, and our God and your God is
One, and to Him we submit.

47. And thus We have revealed the Book (the
Quran) to you. So those whom We gave the
Scripture (before you) believe in it (the Quran),
and of these people (the Arabs) there are some
who believe in it. And none deny Our revelations
except the disbelievers.
48. And you (O Muhammad) were not a reader of
any book before it, nor did you write it with your
right hand, for in that case those who follow the
falsehood would have certainly doubted it.
49. But these are clear revelations that are
preserved in the hearts of those who have been
endowed with knowledge. And none deny Our
revelations except the wrong doers.
50. And they say: Why have the miracles (or
signs) not been sent down to him from his Lord?
Say (O Muhammad): Miracles are only with
Allah, and I am but a clear warner.
51. Is it not enough (miracle) for them that We
have sent down to you the Book (the Quran)
which is recited to them? Verily in it is mercy and
a reminder for people who believe.
52. Tell them (O Muhammad): Sufficient is Allah
as a witness between me and you, He knows all
that is in the heavens and the earth. And those who
believe in falsehood and disbelieve in Allah, it is
they who are the big losers.
53. And they ask you to hasten on the doom. Had
the time not been fixed for it, the doom would
surely have taken on them. And verily, it will
come on them all of a sudden when they are
unaware.
54. They ask you to hasten on the doom, And
surely, Hell will certainly encircle the
disbelievers.
55. On the Day when the doom will overwhelm
them from above them and from underneath their
feet, (Allah) will say: Taste what you used to do.
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Lesson-240 : O slaves of Allah
56. O My slaves who believe! Verily, My earth is
spacious to migrate in case you are persecuted), so
worship Me only.
57. Every soul shall taste death; then unto Us you
shall be returned.
58. As for those who believe and do good deeds,
We will verily lodge them in lofty dwellings of
Paradise underneath which rivers flow, therein
they will live for ever. How excellent is the
reward for the doers of good deeds.
59. Who keep patience and put their trust in their
Lord.
60. And how many creatures are there who do not
keep on carrying their provision! Allah provides
them sustenance and for you, and He is the
Hearer, the Knower.
61. And if you ask them: Who has created the
heavens and the earth, and subjected the sun and
the moon (to His command)? They will surely
answer: Allah. How then are they turned away
(from truth)?
62. Allah enlarges the provision for whom He
pleases of His slaves, and straitens it for whom
(He wills). Verily, Allah is Knower of every thing.
63. And if you ask them: Who sends down water
from the sky and therewith revives the earth after
its death? They will definitely reply: Allah. Say:
Praise be to Allah. But most of them do not use
their sense.
64. The life of this world is but an amusement and
a play. And verily, the home of the Hereafter –
that is (real and eternal) life, if they but knew it.
65. And when they embark on a ship, they pray to
Allah (for safety), making their faith pure for Him
only. But when He brings them safe to land, there
and then they start ascribing partners (to Him).
66. That they may become ungrateful for that
which We have given them and that they may take
therein enjoyment. But they will soon come to
know.
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67. Do they not see that We have made (Makkah)
a sanctuary secure (for them), while the people are
picked up from all around them. Do they then
believe in falsehood and deny the favours of
Allah?
68. And who is more unjust than he who fabricates
a lie against Allah or denies the Truth when it
comes to him? Is not there an abode in Hell for the
disbelievers?
69. As for those who strive hard for Us, We will
surely guide them to Our paths. And verily, Allah
is with the good-doers.

www.shaufi.com

437

