Surah-31

447

SURAH-31

LUQMAN
This Surah takes its title from verse 12 which mentions the wisdom of Luqman, a
legendary sage. He was a Negro slave well known to the Arabs but not mentioned in
the Jewish Bible. The stories associated with his name have led some scholars to
identity him with Aesop. This Surah belongs to the middle or last group of the Makkan
revelations and it might have been revealed a little earlier than Surah Al-Ankbut.
The Surah opens with the mention of the Quran, called here a book of wisdom, a
guidance and a mercy for the righteous. Then it defines and praises the good-doers
and condemns the wrongdoers who misguide others. The verses 12-19 contain the
counseling of Luqman to his son which includes very useful advices and admonitions.
Briefly speaking, the main points of his advice are: Do not ascribe partners to Allah as
doing so is a tremendous wrong; be thankful to Allah and also to your parents, but if
the parents force you to associate partners to Allah then do not listen to them; Allah
has the knowledge of everything – visible or invisible-and He will bring it forth;
establish prayer, enjoin good, forbid wrong, and patiently bear whatever befalls you;
do not be proud, do no turn your cheek in scorn toward the people, do not walk
arrogantly as Allah does not like a boaster; and be modest in your bearing and
subdue your voice.
In the remaining verses of this Surah, arguments in favour of Tauhid have been
given, absurdity of shirk (polytheism) has been exposed, signs of Allah in the universe
have been pointed out as evidence to the truth of teachings of Muhammad (PBUH),
creative power of Allah has been highlighted, and it has been said that Allah’s words
and praises cannot be written down if all the trees were pens and sea with seven
more seas were ink. The last verse of this Surah is a well known statement of the
Qur’an regarding the five things the knowledge or power of doing of which is with
Allah only.
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Lesson-245 : Luqman’s advice
In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the
Most Merciful.
1. Alif. Lam. Mim.
2. These are verses of the Wise Book (the
Quran).
3. A guidance and a mercy for the good-doers.
4. Those who establish prayer and give Zakat
(obligatory charity) and who have sure faith in the
Hereafter.
5. They are the ones who are on guidance from
their Lord and they are the ones who are the
successful.
6. And among the people there is he who
purchases alluring tales in order to mislead others
from the path of Allah without knowledge and to
make it the butt of mockery. For such persons
there is a humiliating torment.
7. And when Our verses are recited to him, he
turns away in arrogance as if he heard them not or
as if there was deafness in his ears. So give him
good news of a painful torment.
8. Verily, those who believe and do good deeds,
for them are Gardens of Delight (Paradise).

9. Wherein they will live for ever. It is a true
promise of Allah. And He is the Mighty, the Wise.
10. He has created the heavens without pillars that
you can see, and has cast into the earth firm
mountains lest it should quake with you, and He
has scattered therein animals of all kinds. And We
send down water from the sky, and We grow
(therewith) every kind of goodly plantation in it.

11. This is the creation of Allah. Now show me
what those (whom you take as gods) besides Him
have created. Nay, but the wrong-doers are in
manifest error.
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12. Verily, We gave wisdom to Luqman saying:
Be thankful to Allah. He who gives thanks (to
Allah), he gives thanks for the good of his ownself. And whosoever is ungrateful, verily, Allah is
Rich, Worthy of all praise.
13. And (remember) when Luqman, while
advising his son, said to him: O my son! Do not
ascribe partners to Allah. Surely, ascribing
partners to Him is indeed a great wrong.
14. And We have enjoined upon man concerning
his parents – his mother bears him in weakness
upon weakness and it takes two years to wean him
– give thanks to Me and to your parents. To Me is
(your) final destination.
15. And if they strive with you that you should
associate with Me those things of which you have
no knowledge, then obey them not. But live with
them kindly in the world, and follow the path of
him who turns to Me. Then to Me will be your
return, and I shall inform you of what you used to
do.
16. O my son! If it be (a small thing) equal to the
weight of a grain of mustard seed, and though it be
(hidden) in a rock or in the heavens or in the earth,
Allah will bring it forth. Verily, Allah is Subtle,
Aware.
17. O my son! Establish prayer and enjoin good
and forbid evil and endure patiently whatever may
befall you. Lo! these are the matters of great
determination.

18. And turn not your cheek in pride toward the
people, nor walk arrogantly on earth. Certainly
Allah loves not any arrogant, proud.
19. And be moderate in your walk, and lower your
voice (in your speech). Verily, the harshest of all
voices is the voice of a donkey.
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Lesson-246 : Allah’s attributes
20. Do you not see (O mankind) that Allah has
subjected for you all that is in the heavens and all
that is in the earth, and has bestowed on you His
visible and invisible favours. Yet of mankind is he
who disputes about Allah without knowledge or
guidance or Book giving light.

21. And when it is said to them: “Follow that
which Allah has revealed”, they say: Nay, but we
shall follow that upon which we found our fathers.
What! (will they follow that) even though the
Satan were inviting them to the torment of the
flame.
22. Whosoever submits his face before Allah (i.e.
accepts Islam) and he is also a good-doer, he
indeed has grasped firm hand-hold. And to Allah
is the return of all the matters (for decision).

23. And whosoever disbelieves, let not his
disbelief grieve you (O Muhammad). To Us is
their return and then We shall tell them what they
have done. Surely, Allah knows what is (hidden)
in the breasts.
24. We let them enjoy themselves for a while, then
(in the Hereafter) We shall drive them to a heavy
punishment.
25. If you ask them (O Muhammad): Who created
the heavens and the earth? They would reply:
Allah! Say: Praise be to Allah. But most of them
do not know.
26. To Allah belongs whatsoever is in the heavens
and the earth. Lo! Allah, He is Rich (or AllSufficient), Worthy of all Praise.
27. And if all the trees in the earth were pens, and
the sea, with seven more seas to add to it, were
ink, yet the words of Allah could not be exhausted
(fully described). Verily, Allah is Mighty, Wise.

28. Your creation and your resurrection is only as
the creation and resurrection of a single soul.
Verily, Allah is Hearer, Knower.
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29. Do you not see that Allah causes the night to
pass into the day and He causes the day to pass
into the night, and He has subjected the sun and
the moon, each running to an appointed term; and
that Allah is Aware of all that you do.
30. That is so because Allah, He is the Truth, and
that which they invoke beside Him is Falsehood;
and because Allah, He is the most High, the Great.
31. Do you not see how the ships sail through the
ocean by Allah’s grace, that He may show you His
wonders? Verily, herein are indeed signs for every
patient, grateful person.
32. And when a wave covers them like canopies,
they cry to Allah making their faith pure for Him
only. But when He delivers them safe to land, then
some of them falter in the middle (i.e. between
belief and disbelief). And none denies Our signs
except every traitor, ingrate.
33. O mankind! Keep your duty to your Lord and
fear a Day when no father will be of any avail to
his son nor the son will be of any avail to his
father. Verily, Allah’s promise is the very Truth,
so do not let the life of the world deceive you nor
the deceiver (i.e. Satan) beguile you about Allah.

34. Verily, Allah! With Him Alone is the
knowledge of the Hour (i.e. Doomsday). And He
sends down the rain and He knows what is in the
wombs. No one knows what he will earn
tomorrow, and no one knows in which land he
will die. Verily, Allah is Knower, Aware.
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SURAH-32

AS-SAJDAH
This Surah takes its name from verse 15 where the believers are spoken of falling
down in prostration when Allah’s revelations are reminded to them. It belongs to the
middle or late group of Makkan Surahs.
The central them of this Surah, as is the case of other Makkan Surahs of this
group, is Tauhid (Unity of God), Resurrection and Prophethood. It removes doubts of
the people regarding these elements of faith and invites the people to believe in Allah,
accept the guidance of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) who has been sent to warn them,
accept that the Qur’an has been revealed by the Lord of the Worlds, and also accept
resurrection of the dead as a fact. Then the rewards for the good doers who worship
Allah whole-heartedly, believe in Allah’s revelations and spend in charity have been
highlighted. After this the evil doers and their punishment in Hell has been pointed
out. The acceptance of faith by the disbelievers on the Day of Decision will not avail
them.
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Lesson-247 : Allah’s creations
In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the
Most Merciful.
1. Alif. Lam. Mim.
2. The revelation of the Book (the Quran), in
which there is no doubt, is from the Lord of the
Worlds.
3. Or do they say: He has invented it? Nay, but it
is the Truth from your Lord, that you (O
Muhammad) may warn a people to whom no
warner came before you, so that they may be
guided.
4. Allah is He Who created the heavens and the
earth and all that is between them in six Days (or
periods). Then He established Himself on the
Throne. You have, beside Him, no protector and
no intercessor. Will you not then remember?
5. He manages all affairs from the heavens to the
earth. Then it ascends to Him in a Day (period)
whose measure is one thousand years according to
your calculation.
6. That is (Allah) the Knower of the invisible and
the visible, the Mighty, the Merciful.
7. It is He Who has made all things good which
He created, and He began the creation of man
from clay.
8. Then He made his seed (or offspring) from an
extract of a despised fluid.
9. Then He fashioned him (in due proportion)
and breathed into him of His spirit, and made for
you ears and eyes and hearts. Yet small thanks
you give.
10. And they say: When we are lost in the earth,
shall we really be created? Nay, but they are
disbelievers in the meeting with their Lord.
11. Say: The angel of death (Izrael) who has
charge of you will take your souls, then you will
be returned to your Lord.

www.shaufi.com

453

Surah-32

454

12. If you only could see the guilty hanging their
heads before their Lord, saying: Our Lord! We
have now seen and heard, so send us back (to the
world), we will do righteous deeds. Now we
firmly believe.
13. And if We had so willed, We would have
given every person his guidance, but the word
from Me (concerning the evil doers) is to be
fulfilled: That I will fill Hell with the Jinn and
mankind together.
14. So taste (the punishment of your deeds)
because of your forgetting the meeting of this Day
of yours. Verily We too have forgotten you, so
taste you the everlasting punishment for that
which you used to do.

Lesson-248 : Righteous people
15. Only those believe in Our Verses who, when
they are reminded of them, fall down prostrate and
hymn the praise of their Lord, and they are not
proud.
16. Who forsake their beds and pray to their Lord
in fear and hope, and they spend out of that which
We have given them.
17. No soul knows what delights of the eye have
been kept hidden for the people as a reward for
that which they used to do.
18. Is then he who is a believer like him who is
evil-doer? They are certainly not alike.
19. As for those who believe and do good deeds,
for them are Gardens (i.e. Paradise) of Retreat –
an entertainment for what they used to do.
20. And as for those who do evil, their retreat is
the Fire. Whenever they wish to come out of it,
they shall be put back into it, and it will be said to
them: Taste the torment of Fire which you used to
deny.
21. And surely, We will make them taste the lower
(or nearer) torment (in this world) prior to the big
torment (in the Hereafter) so that they may return
(to the right path).
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22. And who does greater wrong than he who is
reminded of the verses of his Lord and he turns
away from them. Verily, We shall take vengeance
on the guilty.
23. And indeed We gave the Book to Moses, so
you should not be in doubt of his receiving it, and
We made it a guidance for the Children of Israel.
24. And when they showed patience and firmly
believed in Our verses We appointed from among
them leaders who guided by Our command.
25. Surely, your Lord will judge between them on
the Day of Resurrection concerning that wherein
they used to differ.
26. Is it not a guidance for them (to see) how
many generations We have destroyed before them
in whose places of residence they walk about?
Surely, there are signs in it. Will they not then
listen ( to advice)?
27. Have they not seen how We drive the water to
the barren land and with it We bring forth crops
whereof their cattle and they themselves eat? Will
they not then see?

28. And they ask: When will this Decision take
place if you are truthful?
29. Tell them: On the Day of Decision the faith of
the disbelievers will not benefit them, neither will
they be granted respite.
30. So turn aside from them (O Muhammad) and
wait. Verily, they are also waiting.
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