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SURAH-38

SAD
This Surah takes its title from letter “Sad” of Arabic alphabet which introduces
first verse. It was revealed in the fourth or in the beginning of the fifth year of
Prophet’s mission and it is generally placed in the middle group of the Makkan Surahs.
According to a Tradition, when Abu Talib fell ill, a delegation of some big
leaders of Quraish came to him with the request to solve dispute between them and
Muhammad (PBUH) , saying: “Let your nephew leave us to our religion and we will
leave him to his religion. He may worship whomsoever he may please, we shall not
stand in his way. But he should not condemn our gods and should not try to force us
to give them up”. When Abu Talib asked the Prophet what was his view, he said: “I
shall request them to agree to accept only “La ilaha ill-Allah” and this sentence will
enable them to conquer the whole of Arabia and the other world would also submit to
them.” At this they got up angry and left the place. It is to this incident that the
verses 1-10 refer. In these verses it has been stated that the pagans are bent upon
denying the truth due to their arrogance, jealousy and insistence on following the
wrong way of their forefathers. These polytheists do not like to believe in One God as
it appears strange to them. Moreover, they are not prepared to accept why the book
of Allah has been revealed to you and not to any one of them. They are following the
wrong path of the previous nations who rejected their messengers and consequently
were punished by Allah.
In verses 17-40 the stories of Prophet David and Prophet Solomon have been
described to point out that both these Prophets and servants of Allah were given
kingdom, wealth and wisdom. Allah tested them and they realized and turned towards
Him. So they were blessed with Allah’s favours. Prophet Job (verses 41-44) was also
tried by Allah with hardships and calamities. He showed patience and steadfastness
and so Allah blessed him with children and wealth.
In the end of the Surah, the story of Adam and Satan (in verses 71-85) has been
related to show that Satan refused to obey God and instead of repenting and asking
forgiveness he insisted on his wrongdoing. So God cursed him and declared him
outcast for ever.
All the above stories alongwith statements regarding the reward and punishment
for deeds in the Hereafter are lessons for those who take heed.
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Lesson-270 : Muhammad, David
In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the
Most Merciful.
1. Sad. By the Quran which is full of admonition.
2. Nay, but those who disbelieve are in arrogance
and opposition.
3. How many generations have We destroyed
before them, and they cried out (for forgiveness)
but that was not the time for escape.
4. And they wonder that a warner from among
themselves has come to them, and the disbelievers
say: This is a magician, liar.
5. Has he made one God in place of many gods?
Lo! That is an astonishing thing.

6. And the chiefs among them left, saying: Go,
and remain steadfast in (the service of) your gods.
Verily, this is a thing designed.
7. We have not heard this thing in the later
religion. This is nothing but a fabrication.

8. Has the Reminder (i.e. the Book) been
revealed to him (alone) from among us? Nay, but
they are in doubt of My reminder, for they have
not yet tasted My doom.
9. Or have they the treasures of the Mercy of
your Lord, the All-Mighty, the Bestower?

10. Or do they have the sovereignty of the heavens
and the earth and all that is between them? If so,
then let them ascend (to heavens) by ropes.
11. They (in fact) will be a defeated host here like
other factions of the old.
12. Before them the people of Noah and Aad
denied (their messengers) and so did Pharaoh, the
man of stakes,
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13. And Thamud, and people of Lot, and the
people of Aiykah (Midian); these were the
factions.
14. They all denied the messengers, therefore My
torment was justified.
15. And these people also wait for a single Shout;
there will be no second thereto.

16. They say: Our Lord! Hasten on for us our
share (in the punishment) before the Day of
Reckoning.
17. Have patience (O Muhammad) at what they
say, and remember Our slave David, man of
power. Verily, he was ever turning (to Us) in
repentance.
18. Verily, We had made the mountains to hymn
the praises (of Allah) with him at evening and the
sunrise.
19. And so did the birds assembled. They all
turned to Him.
20. And We made his kingdom strong and gave
him wisdom and decisive speech.

21. And has the story of the litigants reached you
when they entered into his chamber after climbing
over the wall.
22. When they entered in upon David, he was
terrified of them. They said: Be not afraid. We are
two litigants, one of whom has done wrong to the
other. So judge rightly between us and be not
unjust, and show us the straight path.
23. Verily, this is my brother, he has ninety nine
ewes while I have only one ewe. He says: “Hand it
over to me,” and he has overpowered me in
speech.
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24. David said: He has surely wronged you in
demanding your ewe to add to his ewes. And
verily, many partners are unjust to one another,
except those who believe and do good deeds, but
such are few. And David realized that We had
tested him. So he sought forgiveness of his Lord
and fell down on his knees and turned in
repentance (to Allah).

25. So We forgave him this. And verily, for him is
place of nearness with Us and he will have a good
place of return (i.e. Paradise).
26. O David! We have set you as a viceroy in the
earth, so judge between the people with truth, and
follow not desire lest it beguile you from the way
of Allah. Verily, those who go astray from the
way of Allah, they will have a terrible torment,
because they forgot the Day of Reckoning.

Lesson-271 : Solomon, Job
27. We have not created the heaven and the earth
and all that is between them in vain (i.e. without
purpose). That is the view of those who
disbelieve. So destruction from Fire is for the
disbelievers.
28. Shall We make those who believe and do good
deeds like those who create mischief in the earth,
or shall We treat the pious as the wicked?
29. This is a Book (the Quran) which We have
revealed to you (O Muhammad) full of blessings
that they may ponder over its Verses and that men
of understanding may remember.
30. And We gave to David, Solomon (as son).
How excellent a slave (was he)! Verily, he was
ever turning in repentance (to Allah).
31. (Remember) when well-bred horses (which are
used in Jihad) were presented before him before
the evening.
32. And he said: Lo! I have indulged in the love of
good things (of this world) instead of
remembering Allah (i.e. offering Asr prayer), till
the sun had hidden in the veil (of night).
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33. (Then he said): Bring them back to me. Then
he fell to slashing (with sword) their legs and
necks.
34. And indeed We tested Solomon and placed
upon his throne a (dead) body. Then he turned (to
Us) in repentance.
35. He prayed: My Lord! Forgive me and grant me
a kingdom such as may not be given to anyone
after me. Surely, you are the Greatest Bestower.
36. So We subjected the wind to him. It gently
blew to his order in whichever direction he
intended (to go).
37. And also the devils (the jinn) including every
type of builders and divers (We subjected to him).
38. And also others bound in chains.
39. (We said to him): This is Our gift. So you may
spend it (in charity) or withhold it without any
accountability.
40. And verily, he has place of nearness with us,
and he will have a good place of return.
41. And make mention of Our slave Job when he
invoked his Lord, saying: Verily, the devil has
touched me with distress and torment.
42. (It was said to him): Strike the ground with
your foot. This (spring which has gushed forth) is
a cool bath and a refreshing drink.
43. And We gave him back his family and along
with them the like thereof as a mercy from Us, and
a reminder for men of understanding.
44. And (it was said to him): Take in your hand a
bunch of twigs and strike with it and break not
your oath. Lo! We certainly found him patient.
How excellent a slave (he was)! Truly, he was
ever turning (to Allah) in patience.
45. And make mention of Our slaves Abraham and
Isaac and Jacob, men of power and vision.

46. Verily, We chose them by granting them a
special quality of remembrance of the Home (of
the Hereafter).
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47. And indeed in Our sight they are of the chosen
and the best.
48. And make mention of Ismael and Elisha and
Dhul-Kifl. All of them are among the best.

49. This is a reminder, And surely for the pious
persons there is excellent place of return.
50. Gardens everlasting (i.e. And Paradise), whose
gates will be open for them.
51. Therein they shall recline, calling therein
plenteous fruit and drinks.

52. And with them will be companions of modest
gaze and of equal age.
53. This is what you are promised for the Day of
Reckoning
54. Verily, this is in truth Our provision which will
never finish.

Lesson-272: Adam and Satan
55. That (was for the righteous). And surely, for
the rebellious, there will be an evil place of return.
56. Hell, wherein they will burn, and the worst
indeed is that place to rest.
57. This is boiling water and dirty wound
discharge (pus), so let them taste it.
58. And other torments of the same kind.
59. Here is an army rushing blindly with you (to
Hell). No word of welcome for them. Verily, they
are to burn in the Fire.
60. They will say: Nay, but you too. For you there
is no word of welcome. It is you who brought this
upon us. So this is an evil place for stay.
61. They will say: Our Lord! Whoever has brought
this for us, give him double punishment in the
Fire.
62. And they will say (to each other): What has
happened to us that we do not see those men
whom we used to count among the bad ones.
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63. Did we take them for a laughing stock or have
our eyes failed to notice them.
64. Verily, that is a sure truth that the dwellers of
the Fire will mutually argue (and dispute) like this.
65. Say (O Muhammad): I am only a warner, and
there is no God save Allah, the One, the
Irresistible.
66. Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that
is between them, the Mighty, the Forgiving.

67. Say: This is a big news.
68. But you do not pay heed to it.
69. I had no knowledge of the Highest Chiefs
(angels) when they disputed (and argued).

70. It is revealed to me only that I am a plain
warner.
71. (Remember) when your Lord said to the
angels: Lo! I am going to create a man out of clay.

72. And when I have fashioned him and breathed
of My Spirit into him, then fall down prostrate to
him.
73. So all the angels prostrated together.
74. Except Iblis (Satan). He was proud and
became of the disbelievers.
75. Allah said: O Iblis! What prevented you from
prostrating to one whom I have created with My
own hands. Are you too proud or are you one of
the high exalted.
76. He (Iblis) said: I am better than him. You
created me of fire while You created him of clay.

77. Allah said: Get out of here, for you are
certainly of the outcast.
78. And verily, My curse is on you till the Day of
Judgment.
79. He said: My Lord! Reprieve me till the Day
when the dead will be resurrected.
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80. Allah said: Surely, you are reprieved.
81. Till the Day whose time is appointed.
82. He said: By Your Honour, I will certainly
mislead them all.
83. Except Your sincere (or faithful) slaves
amongst them.
84. Allah said: It is Truth, and I also speak the
Truth.
85. That I will fill Hell with you and with all of
those who follow you among them.

86. Say (O Muhammad, to the people): I ask of
you no reward for this (service) nor I am a
pretender.
87. This (Quran) is nothing but a reminder for all
the people.
88. And you shall surely know the truth of it after
some time.
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