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SURAH-58

AL-MUJADILAH
This Madni Surah derives its name from word “tujadiluka” of the first verse which
means “she that was disputing or arguing with you or pleading before you.” This
Surah was revealed between the period 4th to 6th year of the Hijrah either before
Surah 33 or after that Surah because the pre-Islamic pagan custom of putting away
wife by ‘Zihar’ is mentioned in this as well as in that Surah.
Verses 1-4 of this Surah deal with one of the greatest wrongs done to the women
in Pre-Islamic age known as Age of Ignorance. A woman was put away arbitrarily and
for no good reason by a husband by employing an oath known as ‘Zihar’, saying that
her back was for him as the back of his mother. This oath or formula deprived her of
all her marital rights and, at the same time, made it unlawful for her to remarry. This
Surah prohibited and abolished ‘Zihar’ and thus it rectified a great wrong which was
being done to the women.
According to some traditions, a woman called Khawlah-bint-Tha’labah of the
Khazraj tribe was set aside by her husband Aws-bin-As-Samit Ansari of the Aus tribe
by pronouncing formula of ‘Zihar’. She came at once to the Prophet (PBUH) and
complained about her husband arguing that if she was separated from her husband,
she and her children would be ruined. She disputed with the Prophet but the Prophet
could take no action against the man as the method of ‘Zihar’ had not yet been
abolished. So Allah heard her complaint and revealed the verses of this Surah to the
Prophet. ‘Zihar’ was condemned as unnatural and it was instantly abolished. Penalty
or ransom for getting out of it was also prescribed for those who, on account of
foolishness or anger or due to any other reason, had exercised ‘Zihar’ and then
realizing their mistake, intended to go back on that which they had said. Penalty fixed
for such persons is freeing of a slave or in case of no financial capacity to do so
fasting for two consecutive months or in case of no physical capacity feeding of sixty
needy ones before they reunite with their wives.
In the rest of the Surah, mostly good manners and virtues have been taught.


It has been said that Allah is omniscient and omnipresent. He knows your secret
counsels. So do not hold such counsels as such counsels are normally about
crime, wrongdoing and disobedience to Allah and His messenger. However, to
hold such counsels about righteousness and piety is allowed.



Conspiring in secret is work of Satan, so refrain from it.



When it is said: Make room in assemblies, then make room.
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When it is said: Stand up and leave, then stand up and leave the assembly.



Establish prayer, pay Zakat, and obey Allah and His messenger.



Those who befriend the people with whom Allah is angry and swear false oaths,
Allah has prepared for them terrible doom. They are in the party of Satan and
they are destined to be the losers.



Those who believe in Allah and in the Last Day, they do not make friendship with
those who oppose Allah and His messenger, even though they be their fathers or
sons or brothers or their kin. They are Allah’s party and Allah will admit them into
Paradise.
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Lesson-324 : Law of Zihar
In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the
Most Merciful.
1. Allah has indeed heard the plea of the woman
who disputes with you concerning her husband
and complains to Allah. And Allah has heard your
conversation. Verily, Allah is Hearer, Seer.

2. Those of you who put away their wives by
Zihar (i.e. saying that they are like their mothers),
should keep in mind that they are not their
mothers. None are their mothers except those who
gave them birth. And they verily utter absurd and
false words. And verily, Allah is Pardoning,
Forgiving.
3. Those who put away their wives by calling
them to be like their mothers, and afterward wish
to retract the words which they have uttered, they
will have to free a slave before they (the husband
and wife) touch each other. This (penalty) you are
advised to pay. And Allah is Informed of what
you do.
4. And he who finds not the means (to free a
slave), shall fast for two consecutive months
before they touch each other. And for him who is
unable (to fast), he shall feed sixty needy persons.
This is enjoined that you may have faith in Allah
and His messenger. And these are the limits set by
Allah; and for disbelievers (of these limits) there
is a painful doom.
5. Verily, those who oppose Allah and His
messenger, they will be disgraced as those before
them were disgraced. And indeed We have sent
down clear revelations; and for disbelievers there
is a humiliating torment.
6. On the Day when Allah will raise them all
together, then He will inform them of what they
did. Allah has kept account of it while they have
forgotten it. And Allah is witness over all things.
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7. Have you not seen that Allah knows what is in
the heavens and what is in the earth? There is no
secret conference of three but He is their fourth,
nor of five but He is their sixth, nor of less than
that or of more but He is with them wheresoever
they may be; and then on the Day of Resurrection
He will inform them of that which they used to do.
Verily, Allah is the Knower of all things.

8. Have you not seen those who were forbidden
to hold secret conferences, but they returned to
that which they had been forbidden. And they hold
secret conferences for sin and wrong-doing and
disobedience to the messenger. And when they
come to you they greet you with a greeting
wherewith Allah does not greet you, and say
within themselves: Why Allah does not punish us
on account of what we say? Hell is enough for
them. They will burn in it, and that is indeed worst
destination.
9. O you who believe! When you hold secret
conference confer not together for sin and wrongdoing and disobedience to the messenger, but hold
counsel for righteousness and piety. And fear
Allah to Whom you shall be gathered.
10. Verily, secret counsels are work of Satan that
he may vex those who believe; but he can harm
them not except with Allah’s permission. In Allah
let the believers put their trust.

Lesson-325 : Manners
11. O you who believe! When you are told to
make room in assemblies, then make room; Allah
will give you ample space. And when you are
asked to rise up, then rise up; Allah will raise in
degree those of you who believe and those who
have been given knowledge. And Allah knows
what you do.
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12. O you who believe! When you want to have
secret consultation with the messenger, make
some charity before your consultation. This is
better and purer for you. But if you find no means,
then, verily, Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.
13. Are you afraid of spending in charity before
your private consultation. Then, when you do it
not and Allah has forgiven you, offer prayers and
pay Zakat and obey Allah and His messenger. And
Allah is Informed of what you do.

14. Have you not seen those (hypocrites) who take
for friends a people (the Jews) upon whom is the
wrath of Allah. They are neither of you nor of
them, and they swear a false oath while they
know.
15. Allah has prepared for them a dreadful
torment. Evil indeed is that which they are doing.

16. They make their oaths shields and they hinder
others from the path of Allah; so for them is a
humiliating torment.
17. Their children and their wealth will not avail
them anything against Allah. Such are the
companions of the Fire; they will abide therein
forever.
18. On the Day when Allah will raise them (to
life) all together, then they will swear to Him as
they swear to you now, and they will deem that
they have some standing (i.e. some excuse).
Behold! They are the ones who are liars.
19. Satan has overpowered them, and so he made
them forget the remembrance of Allah. They are
the party of Satan. Surely, it is the party of Satan
that shall be the losers.
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20. Verily, those who oppose Allah and His
messenger, they will be among the lowest ones.

21. Allah has decreed: Verily, it is I and My
messengers who will definitely prevail. Lo! Allah
is Strong, Mighty.
22. You will never find a people who believe in
Allah and the Last Day making friendship with
those who oppose Allah and His messenger even
though they be their fathers or their sons or their
brothers or their kinsmen. They are the people in
whose hearts He has written faith and has
strengthened them with a Spirit from Him. And
He will admit them into Paradise beneath which
rivers flow, wherein they will live forever. Allah
is well pleased with them and they are well
pleased with Him. They are the party of Allah.
Verily, it is the party of Allah that will succeed.
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SURAH-59

AL-HASHR
This Madni Surah derives its title from word “Al-Hashr” which occurs in its verse 2
and which has been variously translated as exile, banishment, gathering (for war),
assault, etc. This Surah deals with the siege and then banishment of the Jewish tribe
called Bani Nadir and since this event happened in Rabi-al-Awwal of the fourth year of
Hijrah, its period of revelation is the same. It comprises 24 verses and is divided into
two lessons.
Prophet Muhammad came to Yathrib in A.D. 622, with his followers at the
invitation of the Arab tribes of that city. At that time there were two tribes of the
Arabs called Bani Khazraj and Bani Aus and three Jewish tribes namely, Bani
Quraizah, Bani Nadir and Bani Qainuqa. Soon after his migration from Makkah to
Yathrib (henceforth to be known as Madinah), Prophet Muhammad concluded an
agreement between the Muslims and the Jews of Madinah, known in history as the
famous Charter of Madinah. It is a historic document which regulated relations
between the Muslims who had migrated to Madinah (known as Muhajerin or
immigrants) and the Muslims who were already living in Madinah (known as Ansar or
helpers) on the one hand and between the Muslims and the Jews on the other hand.
The charter had 52 clauses and some of these clauses secured rights to the Jews.
They were given religious freedom. It was agreed that the Quraish and their helpers
shall not be given protection and in case of attack on Yathrib, the contracting parties
are bound to help one another. It was also agreed that the Jews would bear their
expenses and the Muslims their expenses and in case of any dispute or controversy,
the matter would be referred to Allah and to Muhammad, the messenger of Allah for
final decision.
Although the Jews had entered into the treaty on their own free will and had
accepted the terms of the treaty, but true to their history of opposing and
assassinating the messengers of Allah, they soon started their hostility towards
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Enraged that they could not use the Prophet to help
them in conquering the Arab and founding for them a new kingdom of Judah, they
soon broke off and ranged themselves on the side of the enemies of the new faith.
And when asked which they preferred, idolatry or Islam, they openly declared that
idolatry was better than the faith of Muhammad (PBUH). They reviled the Prophet,
they twisted their tongues and mispronounced the Quranic words rendering them
meaningless, absurd or blasphemous. The Jewish poets and poetesses violated
common decency and the recognized code of Arab chivalry by slandering the Muslim
women in obscene verse. Not satisfied with reviling the Prophet and insulting the
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Muslim women they sent out emissaries to the enemies of the state, the protection of
which they had formally accepted. When the Prophet (PBUH) and his followers won a
decisive victory over the Quraish at Badr, the Jews were filled with grief and malice.
Kaab bin Ashraf, the poet and chief of Bani Nadir cried out: “By God, if Muhammad
has really killed nobles of Quraish, the belly of the earth is better for us than its
back.” He immediately went to Makkah and incited the Quraish by reciting provocative
elegies for their chiefs who were killed at Badr. Then he returned to Madinah and
composed verses to insult the Muslim women. At last, enraged at his mischievous
conduct, the Prophet ordered for his execution.
Bani Qainuqa was the first tribe to break the treaty and openly rebel against the
Muslims. They lived in a locality inside Madinah. They were good artisans, goldsmiths,
blacksmiths and vessel makers, and so the Muslim men and Muslim women had to
visit their shops frequently for purchase of Jewelry and daily articles of use. One day
a Muslim woman visited their bazaar and she was not only insulted but stripped
naked. A brawl followed in which a Muslim and a Jew were killed. Thereupon, the
Prophet immediately visited their locality to counsel the Jews on decent conduct.
Instead of taking sense, they misbehaved with him and said: “O Muhammad, you
perhaps think we are like Quraish. They did not know how to fight and you therefore
overpowered them. But when you come in contact with us, you will see how men
fight. “This was declaration of war in open words, and so the Holy Prophet quickly laid
siege to their strongholds. The siege had hardly lasted for a fortnight when the Jews
surrendered. However, the Prophet gave them lenient treatment and decided to exile
them from Madinah. This happened in Zi Qa’ad, 2 A.H.
After the punitive action against Bani Qainuqa, the Jews remained quiet and did
not commit any mischief. But when the Muslims suffered setback in the Battle of
Uhud in 3 A.H., the Jews were again emboldened. Their tribe Bani Nadir treacherously
broke their pact with the Prophet and entered into an alliance with the Makkans with
a view to destroy the Muslim community once and for all. They even made a secret
plan to kill the Prophet by dropping a heavy stone on him when he visits their locality.
However, their plan failed as Allah informed the Prophet well in time. So the Prophet
at once sent to them ultimatum to leave Madinah within ten days because of the acts
of treason which they had committed. In the meantime they secretly conspired with
the hypocrites and their chief Abdullah bin Ubayy who promised them armed support
by two thousand men and sent them message, saying: “Do not leave your homes; if
the Muslims fight against you we would fight side by side with you; and if you are
forced to emigrate, we shall emigrate with you.” On this false assurance, the Jews
defied the ultimatum, refused to leave and took up arms. So the Prophet besieged
their fortresses in Rabi-Al-Awwal, A.H. 4, but the hypocrites and the other tribes of
the Jews did not come to their help. After a few days they surrendered and were
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allowed to leave Madinah on the condition that they may take up their movable
properties but they would not be allowed to take their arms.
It is with the banishment of the Jewish tribe of Bani Nadir that this Surah AlHashr deals. First 4 verses admonish the people to take lesson from the fate of a
strong and fortified tribe who fell before Allah and His messenger without fighting. In
verse 5 the Muslims are exonerated from the cutting of palm trees which is otherwise
prohibited, because that was necessary to facilitate military operation against the
Jews. Verses 6-10 deal with the spoils of war which come into the possession of the
Islamic state without fighting. The whole of such property is to be used by the Islamic
State for common weal and not to be distributed, among the soldiers. Verses 11-17
deal with the behaviour of the hypocrites in this conflict of the Muslims with the Jews,
while the remaining verses give instructions and admonitions to the believers.
(For the fate of Bani Qurizah, the third Jewish Tribe, please see the introduction
to Surah 33.)
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Lesson-326 : Distribution of spoils
In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the
Most Merciful.
1. Whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever
is in the earth glorifies Allah, and He is the
Mighty, the Wise.
2. It is He Who drove out those of the People of
the Scripture (the Jews of the tribe of Banu-Nadir)
who disbelieved from their homes at the first
gathering. You had never thought that they would
ever go out, and even they thought that their
fortresses would protect them from Allah. But
Allah came to them from where they did not
expect, and He cast terror in their hearts so that
they destroyed their homes by their own hands
and the hands of the believers. So learn a lesson,
O you who have eyes!

3. And if Allah had not decreed exile for them,
He verily would have punished them in the world,
and in the Hereafter there is torment of the Fire for
them.
4. That is because they opposed Allah and His
messenger; and he who opposes Allah, then Allah
is certainly very Severe in punishment.
5. Whatever palm-trees you cut down or left
them standing on their roots, it was by the leave of
Allah, and in order that He may humiliate the evillivers.
6. And that which Allah has bestowed as fai
(spoils got without fighting) on His messenger
from them, for which you did not urge any cavalry
or camelry; but Allah gives power to His
messenger over whom He wills. And Allah is
Able to do all things.
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7. That which Allah gives as spoil to His
messenger from the people of the towns (without
fighting), it is for Allah and for His messenger and
for the relatives (of the messenger who are poor)
and the orphans and the needy and the wayfarer,
that it may not make circuit between the rich
among you. And whatever the Messenger gives
you, take it; and whatever he forbids you, abstain
from it, and fear Allah. Verily, Allah is stern in
punishment.

8. (And it is also) for the poor refugees
(Mahajreen), who were expelled from their homes
and their possessions, and who seek Allah’s
bounty and good pleasure, and who help Allah and
His messenger. Such are indeed the truthful.
9. (And it is also for) those (Ansar or helpers)
who already lived (in Madinah) and had accepted
faith before (the arrival of) them and love those
who migrate to them and find in their hearts no
need for that which has been given to them, and
give them (the emigrants) preference over
themselves even though they themselves are poor.
And whoso is saved from his own avarice, such
are they who will be the successful.
10. And (it is also for) those who came after them
and say: Our Lord! Forgive us and our brothers
who have preceded us in the Faith (Al-Islam) and
place not in our hearts any malice toward those
who believe. Our Lord! Verily, You are the Kind,
the Merciful.

Lesson-327 : The hypocrites and the Jews
11. Have you not seen the hypocrites who say to
their friends who disbelieve from among the
People of the Scripture: “If you are driven out, we
will certainly go out with you, and we will never
obey anyone against you. And if you are attacked,
we surely will help you”. But Allah bears witness
that they are liars.
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12. If they (the Jews) are driven out, they (the
hypocrites) will never go out with them; and if
they are attacked, they will never help them. And
if at all they help them, they will turn their backs
and then they will not be helped.
13. Indeed your fear is more in their hearts than
that of Allah. That is because they are a people
who understand not.
14. They will never fight against you together
except in fortified townships or from behind walls.
Their enmity amongst themselves is strong. You
think of them united whereas their hearts are
divided. That is because they are a people who
have no sense.

15. Their example is like those (the Jews of Banu
Qainuqa) who have tasted, a short while before
them, evil result of their conduct; and for them
there is painful punishment.
16. The example of the hypocrites is like the Satan
who says to man: Disbelieve. But when the man
disbelieves, he says: Verily, I am free of you. Lo!
I fear Allah, the Lord of the worlds.

17. So the end of both will be that they will be in
the Fire, abiding therein forever. Such is the
reward of the wrong-doers.
18. O you who believe! Fear Allah! And let every
soul look to that which it is sending for the
morrow. And fear Allah. Lo! Allah is well
informed about what you do.
19. And be not like those who forgot Allah, so He
caused them to forget their ownselves. It is they
who are the evil-livers.
20. The companions of the Hell and the
companions of the Paradise are not equal. The
companions of Paradise, they are indeed superior
(and successful).
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21. If We had sent down this Quran upon a
mountain, you would have seen it humbled and
rent asunder by the fear of Allah. Such are the
examples which We cite for mankind, so that they
may reflect.
22. Allah is He, beside Whom there is no God, the
Knower of the invisible and the visible. He is the
Beneficent, the Merciful.
23. Allah is He, beside Whom there is no God, the
Sovereign, the Holy, the Peace, the Giver of
security, the Guardian, the Mighty, the Compeller,
the Supreme. Glorified be Allah from all that they
join with Him as partners.
24. He is Allah, the Creator, the Inventer, the
Shaper. For Him are the most beautiful names. All
that is in the heavens and the earth glorifies Him,
and He is the Mighty, the Wise.
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