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SURAH-63

AL-MUNAFIQUN
This Madni Surah derives its name from word “Al-Munafiqun” occurring in the first
verse. The exact period of its revelation is not known with certainty. According to
most of the scholars, this Surah was revealed in the end of 3 A.H. or in the beginning
of 4 A.H. just after the Battle of Uhud when this battle had unmasked the hypocrites.
But according to syed Abul ‘Ala Maududi, this Surah was revealed just after Prophet’s
campaign against Bani-Al-Mustaliq in 6 A.H.
This Surah entirely deals with the problem of hypocrisy and with the antagonistic
attitude of the hypocrites towards the Prophet and the Muslims in general and the
Muhajirin (Emigrants) in particular. However, before discussing the contents of this
Surah, it would be very proper if we have a glance at the history of the hypocrites of
Madinah.
It is stated that before the Prophet’s migration to Madinah, the tribes of Aus and
Khazraj had almost agreed on the leadership of Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul, the
Chief of the Khazraj, in order to put an end to their mutual fighting. But when the
Prophet came to Madinah with a considerable number of his devoted followers at the
invitation of the converts from both the tribes, the plans of this person were
frustrated. He became helpless as Islam had taken its roots firmly in almost every
house of Madinah and the people started looking naturally to the leadership of the
Prophet (PBUH). So Abdullah bin Ubayy, having no other option, entered Islam along
with many of his followers. However, his heart was burning with rage, for the Prophet
had deprived him of his chance of becoming king. Apparently posing as a devoted
Muslim, he remained nevertheless always on the look out to exploit every possible
opportunity to create dissension among the Muslims, to harm Islam and to weaken
the position of the Prophet. First great opportunity which he found to expose his
vendetta against Islam and the Prophet was the occasion of the Battle of Uhud. When
the Prophet was marching out of Madinah with his only 1000 ill-equipped men to
resist the invasion of 3000 well-equipped troops of Quraish, this hypocrite broke away
with 300 men. Then at the time of Prophet’s siege of the treacherous Jewish tribe of
Bani Nadir in 4 A.H., he and his associates sent messages to the Jews saying: “Stand
firm. We are with you. If you are attacked, we would fight on your side, and if you
are driven out, we would go out with you.” Allah himself has exposed this intrigue of
the hypocrites in verses 11-17 of Surah Al-Hashr.
During Prophet’s campaign against pagan tribe of Bani- Al-Mustaliq in 6 A.H.,
Abdullah bin Ubayy and the hypocrites planned two great mischiefs: One was the
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false allegation against Prophet’s wife Hadrat Ayesha (which has been referred to in
verses 11-20 of Surah An-Nur); and the occasion to make the other mischief arose
when a small quarrel between a Muhajir and an Ansari led to almost near war position
between the two groups of Muslims. Abdullah bin Ubayy at this occasion said: “Do not
give financial help to these (poor refugees) who are with Muhammad, so that they
may disperse and desert him. By God when we return to Madinah, the honourable
ones (I and my followers) will drive out from it the mean ones.” It is to these words
of this hypocrite that the verses 7-8 of this Surah refer.
The main contents of this Surah are now briefly discussed. Verses 1-5 discribe the
behaviour of the hypocrites, their outward show of posing as Muslims, but their real
position of disbelief. Verse 6 shows that hypocrisy is such a big sin that even the
prayer of the messenger may not be accepted by Allah for their forgiveness. Verses 78, as mentioned above, refer to the designs of Abdullah bin Ubayy and his hypocrite
associates. Verses 9-11 give certain instructions to the believers and especially urge
them to spend for the cause of Allah before the time of death comes.

www.shaufi.com

656

Surah-63

657

Lesson-331 :
Behaviour of the hypocrites
In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the
Most Merciful.
1. When the hypocrites come to you (O
Muhammad), they say: We bear witness that you
are indeed the messenger of Allah. Allah knows
that you are indeed His messenger but Allah bears
witness that the hypocrites are indeed liars.
2. They have made their oaths a shield so that
they may hinder men from the path of Allah. Evil
is indeed what they do.
3. That is because they believed, then
disbelieved. So their hearts are sealed and
therefore they do not understand.
4. When you see them, their good physique
pleases you, and when they speak, you listen to
their speech. They are (as worthless) as blocks of
wood propped up. They deem every shout against
them (because they are very timid). They are your
enemies, so beware of them. May Allah destroy
them! How they are perverted!
5. And when it is said to them: “Come, the
messenger of Allah will ask forgiveness for you”,
they shake their heads and you see them turning
away in arrogance.
6. It is the same for them whether you ask
forgiveness for them or you do not ask forgiveness
for them, Allah is not going to forgive them.
Allah, verily, does not guide the evil-living
people.
7. They are the ones who say: Do not spend on
those who are with the messenger of Allah until
they disperse (and desert him). Whereas to Allah
belong the treasures of the heavens and the earth,
but the hypocrites do not understand it.
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8. They say: If we return to Madinah, surely the
more honourable will drive out the meaner
therefrom. Whereas the honour belongs to Allah
and His messenger and the believers, but the
hypocrites do not know it.
9. O you who believe! Let not your wealth nor
your children distract you from remembrance of
Allah. And whosoever does it, then such are the
losers.

10. And spend of that (in the cause of Allah) with
which We have provided you, before death comes
to one of you and he says: My Lord! If only You
would give me respite for a little while, then I
should give alms and be among the good-doers.

11. But Allah does not grant respite to any soul
when its appointed time (of death) comes. And
Allah is Aware of what you do.
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SURAH-64

AT-TAGHABUN
This Madni Surah takes its name from the word “At-Taghabun” “mutual loss and
gain” in verse 9. It is an early Madni Surah probably revealed in 1 A.H.
The central theme of this Surah is the invitation to Faith, resurrection of the
dead, reward and punishment on the Day of Judgement (called in this Surah Day of
Mutual Loss and Gain), and spending in the way of Allah. In the verse 1-4 it has been
stated that all creatures praise and glorify Allah Who has created you, Who has
created the heavens and the earth with truth, and Who knows all that is in the
heavens and the earth. In the next few verses, the disbelievers have been addressed
telling them the fate of the previous people who rejected their messengers and
inviting them to faith. It has been brought to their notice that Allah would definitely
resurrect them after their death and would gather them on the Day of Mutual Loss
and Gain and would reward the good doers and punish the evil doers. No calamity
befalls anyone except by Allah’s leave. There is no God save Him, so obey Him and
His messenger. Verses 14-18 address the believers and enjoin the believers to fear
Allah and spend in His way. They are told that their wealth and their children are a
trial for them. Verse 14, according to some commentators, refers to the pressure
brought on the Muslims by their wives and children to prevent them from migrating to
Madinah at the time of Hijrah.
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Lesson-332 : Lesson for believers
In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the
Most Merciful.
1. All that is in the heavens and all that is in the
earth glorifies Allah. To Him belongs sovereignty
and to Him belongs praise, and He has power over
everything.
2. He it is Who created you, yet some of you are
disbelievers while some of you are believers. And
Allah is Seer of what you do.
3. He created the heavens and the earth with truth
and He shaped you and gave you good shapes, and
to him is (your) return.
4. He knows what is in the heavens and the earth
and He knows what you hide and what you
proclaim. And Allah is Knower of what is in the
breasts.
5. Have you not received the news of those who
disbelieved aforetime? They tasted the punishment
of their deeds and for them there will be painful
torment (in the Hereafter).
6. That is because their messengers came to them
with clear proofs, but they said: Will the men
guide us? So they disbelieved and turned away,
and Allah did not care. Allah is Rich (and
Independent of them), Worthy of all praise.
7. Those who disbelieve claim that they will not
be raised to life again. Say (O Muhammad, to
them): Yes! By my Lord, you will be certainly
raised to life and then you will be surely informed
of what you did; and that is easy for Allah.
8. So believe in Allah and His messenger and in
that light (the Quran) which We have revealed.
And Allah is well informed about what you do.
9. The Day when He will gather you for the Day
of Gathering, that will be a Day of Mutual Loss
and Gain. And whoso believes in Allah and does
good deeds, He will remit from him his sins, and
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will admit him into Paradise under which rivers
flow, to abide in it forever. That is supreme
success.
10. But those who disbelieve and deny Our
revelations, such are the dwellers of Fire; they will
abide therein, and that is an evil abode.
11. No calamity befalls except by Allah’s leave.
And whosoever believes in Allah, He guides his
heart. And Allah is Knower of all things.
12. And obey Allah and obey His messenger. But
if you turn away, then the duty of Our messenger
is only to convey the message clearly.
13. Allah! There is no God except Him. And in
Allah, let the believers put their trust.
14. O you who believe! Verily, among your wives
and your children there are enemies for you,
therefore, beware of them. But if you pardon and
overlook and forgive, then verily, Allah is
Forgiving, Merciful.
15. Your wealth and your children are only a trial
(for you), whereas Allah! with Him is great
reward.
16. So have fear of Allah as much as you can, and
listen, and obey, and spend; that is better for your
ownselves. And whosoever is saved from his own
greed, such are the successful.

17. If you lend to Allah a goodly loan, He will pay
you back double of it and will forgive you (your
sins). And Allah is Responsive, Forbearing.
18. (He is) the Knower of unseen and seen, the
Mighty, the Wise.
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SURAH-65

AT-TALAQ
This Surah derives its title from its verses 1-7 wherein the law of divorce has been
expounded. This is a Madni Surah and its exact period of revelation is not known.
According to most of the commentators it was either revealed in 6 A.H. or a littel
earlier but after the revelation of verses (228-233) of Surah Al-Baqarah which are
about divorce.
Law of divorce had been laid down for the Muslims in verses (228-233) of Surah 2
by the Holy Qur’an. The traditions indicate that the people started making mistakes in
understanding the law as well as in applying it. Some people committed error in
pronouncing three divorces simultaneously in a single sitting, while some others like
Abdullah bin Umar bin Al-Khattab committed error in pronouncing divorce in the
period of menstruation. So this Surah was revealed to correct such people and to
further explain the law. The central theme or the subject matter of the Surah, as is
clear from its name, is the divorce. The Surah clarifies and further elucidates the
procedure and law regarding divorce, observance of Iddah (the waiting period),
suckling of the child and maintenance of the divorced wives during Iddah and during
suckling period.
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Lesson-333 : Law of Divorce
In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the
Most Merciful.
1. O Prophet! When you (and the believers)
divorce women, divorce them for their prescribed
waiting period (Iddah) and count the waiting
period accurately, and fear Allah, your Lord. Do
not drive them out of their homes (during the
waiting period) nor they themselves should leave
unless they have committed open immorality.
These are the limits set by Allah: and he who
transgresses Allah’s limits, he indeed wrongs his
own soul. You never know that Allah may,
thereafter, bring about some new thing (like
reconciliation) to happen.
2. Then, when they have reached (the end of)
their term (i.e. waiting period), either retain them
gracefully or part with them in a graceful manner.
And call to witness two just persons from among
you, and establish upright evidence for Allah. This
admonition is given to him who believes in Allah
and the Last Day. And whosoever fears Allah,
Allah will make a way for him to get out (of
difficult situations).
3. And He will give him sustenance from sources
which he could never think of. And whosoever
puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him.
Verily, Allah brings His commands to fulfillment.
Indeed Allah has set a measure for every thing.
4. And for such of your women who have passed
the age of menstruation, if you doubt, their period
of waiting shall be three months, and the same
shall apply to those who have not menstruated as
yet. And for those who are pregnant, their waiting
period ends when they deliver their burden. And
whosoever fears Allah, He makes his course easy
for him.
5. This is the commandment of Allah which He
has sent down to you. And he who fears Allah, He
will remit from him his sins and enhance reward
for him.
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6. Lodge them (during their waiting period)
where you yourselves live, according to your
means, and do not harass them so as to make life
hard for them. And if they are pregnant, then
spend on them till they deliver their burden. And
if, after that (delivery), they suckle the child for
you, give them their due wages and settle the
matters (like wages) with mutual consultation in a
fair way. But if you create difficulties for each
other, then some other woman would suckle the
child for him (i.e. the father of the child).
7. Let the rich man spend according to his means
and let him whose means are restricted spend out
of that which Allah has given him. Allah does not
burden a person with more than what He has given
him. Allah may soon bring ease after hardship.
8. And how many townships there are which
revolted against the commandment of their Lord
and His messengers, and We called them to severe
account and punished them with a horrible
torment.
9. So they tasted the evil results of their misdeeds
and the consequence of their misdeeds was loss.
10. Allah has prepared for them a severe torment.
So fear Allah, O you men of understanding, who
have believed. Allah has indeed sent down to you
an admonition (i.e. the Quran).
11. A messenger (also) who recites to you Allah’s
revelations made plain so that he may bring those
who believe and do good deeds out of darkness
into light. And whosoever believes in Allah and
does good deeds, Allah will admit him into
Gardens (Paradise) under which rivers flow, to
live therein forever. Allah has indeed made good
provision for him.

12. Allah is He Who has created seven heavens
and of the earth the like thereof (i.e. seven earths).
His commandment descends between them so that
you may know that Allah has power over all
things and that Allah encompasses all things in
His knowledge.
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